
Homily for sixteenth Sunday of year 2022: 

In the era of the Great Depression, the 1930’s, screenwriters in Hollywood came up with a clever formula for an 

appealing and successful motion picture: simply disguise a character of immense wealth as a pauper, a homeless man. 

The audience wonders how he will be received by the members of high society, the well-to-do. In virtually all the scripts, 

the man in disguise is treated condescendingly and is shown no respect. He is not welcomed, but merely tolerated. He is 

undeserving of hospitality because of his low social status.  

One is reminded of the film “My Man Godfrey” which was released in the mid-thirties. 

Hospitality is clearly the subject of today’s first reading from the Book of Genesis (Gen. 18: 1-10). The word “hospitality”, 

is derived from the Latin word, “hospes”, meaning both visitor and stranger. Jewish tradition traces the practice of 

welcoming strangers into one’s home back to the patriarch Abraham, whose hospitality serves as a model for all his 

descendants. 

We have just learned about Abraham’s kindness to three mysterious strangers. He did everything in his power to makes 

his guests comfortable, including bathing their feet, providing shade and rest and offering to feed them. It is a perfect 

example of middle-eastern hospitality 

Many Rabbinic scholars opined that Abraham’s tent had four doors, so that he could see anyone who passed by and 

could extend an invitation to them. Some rabbis ventured to say that hospitality is more important than being in God’s 

presence. 

To this very day, whenever the Jews celebrate the feast of Passover, it is the custom to invite strangers to the meal. 

It is realistic to expect families today to invite strangers into their home for a meal? Would they not be suspicious or 

even fearful? 

Yet, in the parable of the Last Judgment, Jesus said, “I was a stranger and you welcomed me” He concluded his parable 

with the words, “What you did to the least of my brethren, you did unto me”. 

In today’s gospel Luke writes, “As they continued their journey, he (Jesus) entered a village where a woman whose name 

was Martha welcomed him. (Lk: 10:38)”. 

In the tradition of the Benedictine order, rule of Saint Benedict stipulates how guests are to be received: 

“Let all guests be received as Christ, because he will say: “I was a stranger and you took me in.” And let due honor be 

shown to all, especially to those “of the household of the faith” and to wayfarers” 

“Let the greatest care be taken, especially in the reception of the poor and travelers, because Christ is received more 

specially in them; whereas regard for the wealthy itself procures them respect.” 

One of the criticisms leveled at Catholics is that they are not a welcoming people at mass. In other words, they show no 

interest in being hospitable. 

A story: 

A man attending mass refused to take off his hat when asked to do so by the ushers. Even some members of the 

congregation implored him to take off his hat. He remained obstinate. 

The priest celebrant was understandably annoyed. After mass, he told the man that the church was pleased to have him 

as a guest, and invited him to join the parish, but he insisted that the tradition of removing one’s hat be observed. 

The man replied, “It is good of you to invite me to join the congregation. I joined it three years ago and have been 

coming to the church ever since, but today is the first time that anyone paid attention to me. 

Today, I had the pleasure of taking with the ushers. And now, I had a conversation with you, who always appeared too 

busy to talk to me before.” 

In our highly individualistic culture recognizing and welcoming the stranger remains an imperative. For the disciple of 

Jesus, it means “loving our neighbor”. It offers an extraordinary opportunity to witness to our faith. 

 


